
Perth Amboy Board of Education 
Regular Meeting 

November 17, 2016 – 6:00 p.m. 
Perth Amboy High School 

300 Eagle Avenue 
 

MINUTES 
 
1.      Call to Order – President Lebreault 
  
2.      Pledge of Allegiance 
  
3.      Notice of Meeting 
 “The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have 
 advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their 
 interests is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Perth Amboy 
 Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time and 
 place thereof posted at the bulletin board in the Administrative Headquarters Building, mailing notices 
 to The Home News Tribune, The Amboy Guardian, El Diario/La Prensa, City Clerk Jasko, as well as all 
 other persons requiring notification pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law.” 
  
4.      Roll Call – Mr. Derek J. Jess, Board Secretary 
 

Mr. Bermudez  ___A ___    Mr. Nunez  ___P   _  
Mrs. Gonzalez  ___P___   Mr. Puccio  ___P_ _  
Mr. Lebreault  ___P___   Mr. Rodriguez  ___P   _  
Mr. Massopust ___P___   Ms. Tejeda  ___P   _  

        Mr. Varela  ___P __ 
 Administration: 
 
 Dr. Roman  ___P___ 
 Dr. Rodriguez  ___A___ 
 Mr. Chromey  ___P___ 

Mr. Jess  ___P___ 
 Mr. Rodriguez  ___P___ 
 Ms. Winters  ___P___  
 
5.      Student Representatives – Darius Diaz and Marietou Biteye 
 

• The school held a Veteran’s Day assembly which was headed by the NJROTC.  It was a nice 
celebration of our veterans.  The NJROTC also competed at Neptune High School and placed within 
the top three in all events, earning seven trophies and overall champion. Their next competition will be 
in Manchester.  

• The annual blood drive is scheduled for Wednesday, November 23rd. 
• Perth Amboy will play Carteret in the annual Thanksgiving Day Game on Thanksgiving Day in Perth 

Amboy. 
  
6.      Presentation 
 

 PARCC & NJASK Science Perfect Scores – Dr. Damian Medina  
 

PARCC:  LAL – 850 and NJASK:  SCIENCE – 300 
 

   Alan Shi   5th grade – Shull School 
 

PARCC:  LAL 850 
 

   Shane Albu   4th grade – Patten School 
   Evelyn Hernandez Chico 4th grade – Patten School 
   Jazmine Herrera  4th grade – Flynn School 
   Delilah Morales  9th grade – Perth Amboy High School 
 

PARCC: MATH 850 
 

   Jimmy Gutierrez  5th grade – Dr. Richardson School 
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6.      Presentation 
 

 PARCC & NJASK Science Perfect Scores – Dr. Damian Medina  
 

NJASK – SCIENCE – 300 
 

   Anthony Diaz   9th grade – Perth Amboy High School  
   Elliot Alberto   5th grade – Shull School 
   Gerry Frialda   5th grade – Shull School 
   Jose Garcia Campos  5th grade – Shull School 
   Anna Kodak   5th grade – Shull School 
   Roman Ortiz   5th grade – Shull School 
   Xavian Peguero  5th grade – Shull School 
   Daniel Henriquez  5th grade – McGinnis School 
   Alexis Rosas   5th grade – McGinnis School 
   Ernesto Valdez  5th grade – McGinnis School 
   Solanyi Vasquez Coria 5th grade – McGinnis School 
   
7.      Meeting open to the public for discussion of agenda items 
  

• Public member #1 – stated that she received a RICE notice and asked if she was going to be discussed 
by the board this evening.  The board responded no. 
 

         Tejeda         Varela   CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
         Motion                      Seconded                 (To close following discussion) 
  
8.      Motion was made to go into Executive Session at 6:28 pm to discuss personnel matters. 
  
         Varela         Tejeda 
         Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

• A motion was made by Mr. Varela and seconded by Mr. Massopust to return to public session at 10:00 
pm.  Carried unanimously. 

  
9.      Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting held on October 13, 2016. 
  
         Massopust        Tejeda   (Puccio – Abstained) 
         Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
10.    Approval of Minutes of Executive Session held on October 13, 2016. 
  
         Massopust        Tejeda   (Puccio – Abstained) 
         Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
11.    Approval of Bill List for the period of October 1, 2016 through October 31, 2016. 
  
         Massopust        Varela 
         Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 12.    Correspondence 
 
 A.      State Department of Education (Copies distributed to Members of the Board) 

 
1).      Letters received from the Teacher’s Pension and Annuity Fund approving the 
 applications for Service Retirements for the following individuals with the following 
 effective dates: 
 
  Julio Manso Lopez  August 1, 2016 
  Pamela E. Campbell  January 1, 2017 

 
2). Letter received from the Teacher’s Pension and Annuity Fund approving the 
 application for Veteran Retirement for the following individual with the following 
 effective date: 
 
  Rolando A. Laguna  February 1, 2017 
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 13.    Reports 
  

A.  Board Secretary – Mr. Jess 
  

1). Report of Bid Openings held on October 28, 2016 and November 3, 2016.   
(Specified in  Attachment) 

 
  2).     Secretary’s Monthly Financial Report for the month of September 2016.  
 
  3).     Treasurer’s Monthly Financial Report for the month of September 2016. 
 
                                   Varela         Massopust 
                                 Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
          
   Acceptance of the Report of the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s as submitted and as being  
   in agreement for the month of September 2016. 
 
                                   Varela         Massopust 
                                 Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
   Acceptance of certification that no major line item has been over-expended for the  
   month of September 2016. 
 
                                   Varela         Massopust 
                                 Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
                                    

B.  Board President’s Report – Mr. Samuel Lebreault 
 

o Mr. Lebreault expressed condolences for those staff members who lost family members over 
the past month. 

 
C.  Superintendent’s Report – Dr. David A. Roman 

 
o Dr. Roman wished Milagros Carrillo a happy birthday and thanked her for everything she does. 

  
14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

A. Curriculum Committee – Mr. Anton Massopust, Chairperson 
 

1). Approval of Field Trips.  (Specified in Attachment) 
 

2). Approval for the Perth Amboy High School National Honor Society to attend a three-day 
trip to the LEAD Conference in Arlington, Virginia on February 3, 2017 through February 
7, 2017 at a  total cost not to exceed $6,370.80, under the supervision of Mrs. Daisy 
Rodriguez, Principal and Ms. Nagla Bedir, Teacher at Perth Amboy High School funded 
through account # 15-190-100-800-0-0000-03 and account # 15-000-270-512-0-0000-
03. 
 

3). Approval for the Perth Amboy High School Teen Pep Class of 2017 to attend an 
overnight trip to the YMCA Camp Mason from March 4, 2017 – March 5, 2017 at a total 
cost not to exceed of $6,580.00 under the supervision of Mr. Nephtaly Cardona, Director 
of Athletics, Phys. Education and Health.  Funded through Account # 15-401-100-800-0-
0000-03 and 15-000-270-512-0-0000-03. 
 

4). Approval for the Perth Amboy High School Teen Pep Class of 2018 to attend an 
overnight trip to the YMCA Camp Mason from March 31, 2017 – April 2, 2017 at a total 
cost not to exceed of $8,708.00, under the supervision of Mr. Nephtaly Cardona, 
Director of Athletics, Phys. Education and Health. Funded through Account # 15-401-
100-800-0-0000-03 and 15-000-270-512-0-0000-03. 

 Massopust Puccio 
 Motion Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

A. Curriculum Committee – Mr. Anton Massopust, Chairperson 
 
5). Approval of the placement of special education and general education students in out-of-

district facilities for the 2016–2017 school year, under the supervision of Mrs. Arleen 
Rios, Director of Special Education Services: 
 
Student Class Facility Tuition Date 
JH N/A South Brunswick Bd. Of Ed./ 

Greenbrook Elem. 
$5,094 
(Notification Ltr. / Contract 
Recv’d 10/17/16) 

09/06/16 
 

DP N/A South Brunswick Bd. Of Ed./ 
Crossroads South Middle School 

$5,255 
(Notification Ltr. / Contract 
Recv’d 10/17/16)  

09/06/16 

KRL N/A Colts Neck Township $22,342 09/23/16 
JJ N/A Hackensack Middle School $24,000 (pro-rated) 10/05/16 
JA AUT Thomas Jefferson Middle School/ 

Edison 
$27,000 (pro-rated) 10/07/16 

CC CI Edison High School $32,000 (pro-rated) 10/07/16 
JR ED NuView Academy $54,000 (pro-rated) 10/18/16 
RO ED East Mountain $57,000 (pro-rated) 10/18/16 
AH MD Lakeview School $57,000 (pro-rated) 11/03/16 
KJ AUT Center for Lifelong Learning $68,810 (pro-rated) 11/07/16 
CRR SLD Honor Ridge Academy $63,917 (pro-rated) 11/07/16 

    
6). Approval for the adoption of the following curricula for the 2016–2017 school year: 
 
  Pre-Algebra 
 
7). Approval to amend the previously approved agenda item for the Academic Learning 

Center at the Samuel E. Shull School to change the original end date from April 28, 2017 
to June 1, 2017 at a total cost not to exceed $154,000.00 under the supervision of Mr. 
Michael Heidelberg, Principal.  Funded through Title I SIP Funds Account #’s 20-234-
100-101-0-0000-06 and 20-234-200-110-0-0000-06. 

 
8). Approval to conduct a School-based Tier 3 Intervention Learning Center at the 

Education Center from January 12, 2017 – May 26, 2017 for one hour after school 
Monday – Thursday with a preparation day for teachers on Friday, not to exceed 
$23,026.80, under the supervision of Dr. Myrna Garcia, Principal of Education Center.  
Funded through the school based budget account # 15-140-100-101-2-0000-03. 

  
                        9). Approval for the Robert N. Wilentz School to conduct the Family Literacy Program for 

sixteen weeks every Monday beginning January 30, 2017 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at 
a cost not to exceed $5,000.00, under the supervision of Mr. Ronald Anderson, Principal 
of Robert N. Wilentz School.  Funded through account # 15-120-100-101-1-0000-18.  

 
10). Approval for the Robert N. Wilentz School to conduct the Family Tools & Technology 

Program for six weeks beginning January 26, 2017 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at a cost 
not to exceed $2,500.00, under the supervision of Mr. Ronald Anderson, Principal of 
Robert N. Wilentz School.  Funded through account # 15-120-100-101-1-0000-18.  

 
 Massopust Puccio 
 Motion Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

A. Curriculum Committee – Mr. Anton Massopust, Chairperson 
 
11). Approval for Professional Development Staff Compensation: 

 

 Staff Member’s 
Name 

Date, Title of Workshop 
or Curriculum 
Writing/Revision  

Rate of Pay/ 
Total Hours 

Total Cost 
Not to 
Exceed 

Account # Under the 
Supervision of: 

a. Cassandra 
Lawrence 
Larry Bello 
Elia Graenert 

December 3, 2016 
Structure of Bilingual/ESL 
Program & Data Analysis 
Professional Development 

$40.00 per hr.  
(10 hours) 

$1,200.00 20-243-200-
110-1-0000-
40 

Dr. Vivian 
Rodriguez, Assistant 
Superintendent and 
Mrs. Lillianne Cruz-
Argemil, Director of 
Bilingual, ESL, & 
World Languages. 

b. 187 Teachers 
(See Attachment) 

December 3, 2016 
Structure of Bilingual/ESL 
Program & Data Analysis 
Professional Development 

$35.00 per hr.  
(4 hours) 

$25,480.00 20-243-200-
110-1-0000-
40 

Dr. Vivian 
Rodriguez, Assistant 
Superintendent and 
Mrs. Lillianne Cruz-
Argemil, Director of 
Bilingual, ESL, & 
World Languages. 

 
12). Approval to conduct a PARCC Afterschool Program at the William C. McGinnis School 

beginning on Friday, November 18, 2016 through Friday, June 2, 2017, Tuesday through 
Friday one hour per day at a cost not to exceed $75,000.00 under the supervision of 
Mrs. Melissa Espana-Rodriguez, Principal.  Funded through Title I SIP Funds Account 
#’s 20-234-100-101-0-0000-04, 20-234-200-110-0-0000-04, and 20-234-100-600-0-
00000-04. 

 
                       13). Approval for the following staff members to participate in the Orton Gillingham Practicum 

and Certification Process during the 2016-2017 school year at a cost not to exceed        
$6,000.00, under the supervision of Dr. Damian Medina, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction.  Funded through Title II Account # 20-272-200-500-0000-40. 

  
 

Ana Lebron 
 

Maritza Litriello 
 

Nicole Lugo 
 

Myra McDonald 
 

Alison Press 
  
                       14). Approval to apply for “Fuel Up To Play 60” Grant for the 2017–2018 school year to 

actively promote changes to healthy eating and physical activity in the William C. 
McGinnis & Samuel E. Shull Middle Schools in collaboration between Snap Ed and the 
Physical Education Department, under the supervision of Mr. Nephtaly Cardona, 
Director of Athletics, Phys. Education and Health. 

 
                       15). Approval to enter into contract with AVID Center to provide an AVID District Leadership 

Training to the AVID District Director at a cost not to exceed $2,900.00, under the 
direction of Mrs. Mary Jo McAdam, Director of School Counseling and Related Services.  
Funded through Account # 11-000-218-390-0-0000-20. 

  
 16). Approval of a Letter of Support and Collaboration between Raritan Bay Area YMCA and 

the Perth Amboy Board of Education for the Families Fit Together-Primary and 
Secondary Delinquency Program grant application made available through the 
Middlesex County Department of Community Services, Office of Human Services, and 
Division of Children’s Services for the period of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 
2017. 

 
 17). Approval to submit the New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) 

Statement of Assurance (SOA) and District Performance Review (DPR) for the 2016 – 
2017 school year. 

 
 Massopust  Puccio  

   Motion    Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.    Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

  B.     Finance Committee – Mr. Samuel Lebreault, Chairperson 

                    1).     Approval of travel expenses.  (Specified in Attachment) 

  2). Approval of Bid Awards.  (Specified in Attachment) 

3). Approval of the transfer of funds within the 2016-2017 budget. (Specified in 
 Attachment) 

 
4). Approval of change order #1 in the amount of $53,815 for the McGinnis School fan 
 coil/HVAC upgrades, for EPIC Mechanical and KSI Engineering for additional design 
 and construction work due to unforeseen conditions. 

5). Approval to enter into a contract agreement with Maxim HealthCare Services to provide 
 nursing services to a special education student (V.M.R.) for the 2016-2017 school year 
 at a rate of $55.00 for an RN and $45.00 for an LPN. 

6). Approval to purchase laptops in the amount of $3,186.93 for the Perth Amboy Catholic 
School to be paid from the non-public stated funded technology program for the 2016-
2017 school year 

   Nunez         Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.    Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

  C.     Buildings & Grounds Committee – Mr. Israel Varela, Chairperson 

1). Approval of the following use of facilities requests, under the supervision of Mr. Derek 
 Jess, School Business Administrator. 

  

 
 
  

Organization Building Dates/Time Event Certificate 
of Insurance 

a. Hoops America Perth Amboy High School Sundays  
12/4/16 – 3/12/17  
8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

Basketball Clinic X 

b. PAHS Annual Alumni 
Basketball Game 

Perth Amboy High School Friday, 11/25/16  
5:30 pm – 10:00 pm 

Annual Alumni 
Basketball Game 

N/A 

c. St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church 

Robert N. Wilentz School Saturday, 5/13/17  
8:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Indoor Olympics  Pending 

d. Department of 
Recreation 

William C. McGinnis 
School 

Monday – Thursday 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
1/3/17 - 3/31/17 

Boys/Girls 
Basketball 
League 

X 

e. Department of 
Recreation 

Samuel E. Shull School Monday – Friday 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
1/3/17 - 3/31/17 

Youth 
Soccer/Youth 
Wrestling 

X 

f. Department of 
Recreation 

James J. Flynn School Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
1/3/17 – 3/31/17 

Boys/Girls 
Baseball & 
Softball Clinic 

X 

g. Department of 
Recreation 

Dr. Richardson School Monday – Friday 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
1/3/17 – 5/19/17 

Travel Basketball 
League 

X 

h. Department of 
Recreation 

Dr. Richardson School Saturdays 
12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
1/7/17 – 3/25/17 

Travel Basketball 
League 

X 

i. Department of 
Recreation 

Robert N. Wilentz School Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
1/4/17 – 6/16/17 

Karate Program X 

j. Department of 
Recreation 

Robert N. Wilentz School Monday & Wednesday 
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
1/4/17 – 6/14/17 

Boys Basketball X 

k. Department of 
Recreation 

E.J. Patten School Monday – Friday 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
1/3/17 – 3/31/17 

Youth Basketball 
& Baseball 

X 

l. Department of 
Recreation 

Perth Amboy High School Sundays 
8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
1/8/17 – 3/26/17 

Travel Baseball 
& Soccer Winter 

X 

 
2). Approval for Parette Somjen Architects to prepare and submit plans and/or project 
 applications to the Department of Education for the following projects: 

 
 Renovations to the Thomas M. Peterson School 

 
   Varela         Puccio 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
Note: All appointments of district staff are contingent upon satisfying the requirements 
of the New Jersey Criminal History Background Check Status. 

          1).     Acceptance of the following resignations for the purpose of retirement: 

  Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Location Date Effective 

a. Szeliga, Christine Special Education Teacher PAHS 01/01/17 

b. Giordano, Michael Health & Physical Education Teacher PAHS 06/30/17 

c. Moffatt, Karen A. Vice Principal Patten School 01/01/17 

d. Laor, Hava ESL Teacher Richardson School 01/01/17 

e. Dix, Lillian G. Home School Liaison Ceres School 01/01/17 

f. Comi, Phyllis General Food Service Worker Dual Language School 01/01/17 

g. Prokopczyk, Janina Level I Secretary Dept. of Special Services 01/01/17 

 
• Mr. Puccio abstained on item 1e. 

 
                     2).     Acceptance of the following resignations: 

         

 Name (Last, First) Position Location Date Effective 

a. Joseph, Lori Instructional Leader (Mathematics) Shull School 12/31/16 

b. Gurvits, Alex Chemistry Teacher PAHS 01/13/17 

c. Zambrowski, Cinzia Lunch Aide Dual Language School 10/28/16 

d. Rios, Arleen Director of Special Education Services District On or before 
06/30/17 

e. Bermudez, Marie E. District Supervisor of Mathematics District 01/31/17 

    
   Gonzalez        Rodriguez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 

3).     Approval of the following requests for a Leave of Absence: 
       

 Name 
(Last, 
First) 

Reason Position Location Date  
Effective 

End  
Date 

Notes 

a. Jeffery,  
Katie 

Maternity 
Leave 

Bilingual Social 
Studies 
Teacher  

High 
School 

02/16/17 04/28/17 2/16/17 – 3/17/17 Utilizing sick days 
3/20/17 – 4/28/17 Without pay 

b. Nota,  
Kirsten 

Maternity 
Leave 

4th Grade 
Teacher 

Flynn 
School 

02/20/17 6/30/17 2/20/17 – 3/31/17 Utilizing sick days 
4/3/17 – 6/30/17 Without pay 

c. Hernandez,  
Carolina 

Maternity 
Leave 

General Food 
Service Worker 

Flynn 
School 

10/31/16 02/24/17 10/31/16 – 2/24/17 Without pay 

d. Diaz, 
Anacelis 

Maternity 
Leave 

1st Grade 
Teacher 

E.J. 
Patten 
School  

01/03/17 03/03/17 1/3/17 – 1/24/17 
Utilizing sick & personal days 
1/25/17 – 3/3/17 
Without pay 

f. Calhoun, 
Patricia 

Maternity 
Leave 

Pre-K Teacher 
 

Ignacio 
Cruz 

09/27/16 6/30/17 Revision of dates: 
From: 11/14/16 – 12/5/16  
Utilizing sick & personal days 
12/6/16 – 6/30/17  
Without pay 
To: 9/27/16 – 10/20/16  
Utilizing sick & personal days 
10/21/16 – 6/3017 
Without pay 

g. Stoll, 
Jennifer 

Maternity 
Leave 

Pre-K Teacher Ignacio 
Cruz 

11/07/16 01/31/17 Revision of Maternity Leave 
From: 09/21/16-11/04/16  
utilizing sick days 
12/01/16-12/15/16 without pay 
 
To: 11/07/16-01/31/17 
Utilizing sick days. 

h. Wilkerson, 
Robin 

Maternity 
Leave 

4th Grade 
Teacher 

E.J. 
Patten 
School 
 

01/03/17 6/30/17 1/3/17 – 2/15/17 
Utilizing sick days 
2/16/17 – 6/30/17 
Without pay 

i. Sunarno, 
Kristina 

Maternity 
Leave 

3rd Grade 
Teacher 

R.N. 
Wilentz 
School 

01/03/17 04/07/17 1/3/17 – 1/31/17  
Utilizing sick days 
2/1/17 – 4/7/17 
Without pay 

j. Cajas, 
Yolanda 

Maternity 
Leave 

School 
Counselor 

McGinnis 
School 

09/19/16 11/02/16 Revision of dates: 
From: 9/19/16 – 11/16/16  
Without pay 
To:  9/19/16 – 11/2/16 
Without pay 

 
   Gonzalez        Rodriguez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 
  3).     Approval of the following requests for a Leave of Absence: continued 
 

 Name 
(Last, 
First) 

Reason Position Location Date  
Effective 

End  
Date 

Notes 

k. Riley, 
Alexandria 

Maternity 
Leave 

4th Grade 
Teacher 

E.J. 
Patten 
School 

09/01/16 12/09/16 Extension of Maternity Leave: 
From: 9/1/16 – 10/14/16 
utilizing sick days 
10/17/16 – 12/02/16 
Without pay 
To: 9/1/16 – 10/14/16 sick 
days  
10/17/16 – 12/9/16 
Without pay 

l. Cepin, 
Maria 

Medical  
Leave 

School 
Counselor 

Education 
Center 

11/10/16 01/02/17 11/10/16 – 1/2/17 
Utilizing sick days  

m. Daniels,  
Jill 

Medical 
Leave 

Math Teacher Shull  
School 

10/18/16 12/16/16 10/18/16 – 11/17/16 
Utilizing sick days 
11/18/16 – 12/16/16 
Without pay 

n. Nieves, 
Alexandra 

Medical 
Leave 

4th Grade 
Teacher 

E.J. 
Patten 

12/02/16 01/31/17 Extension of Medical Leave 
without pay 

o. Utnick,  
Gail 

Medical 
Leave 

Elementary 
Teacher 

E.J. 
Patten 
 

09/01/16 10/21/16 Revision of Medical Leave 
From: 9/1/16 – 11/9/16 utilizing 
sick days 
To: 9/1/16 – 10/21/16 
Utilizing sick days 

p. Guzman-
Rodriguez, 
Noemi 

Medical 
Leave 

Food Service E.J. 
Patten 

11/14/16 12/07/16 11/14/16 – 12/7/16 
Utilizing sick days 

q. Medina, 
Maria 

Medical 
Leave 

Bus Driver Admin. 
Bldg. 

11/14/16 12/30/16 11/14/16 – 12/30/16 
Utilizing sick days 

r. Hyer,  
Tina 

Medical 
Leave 

2nd Grade 
Teacher 

J.J. Flynn 
School 

10/21/16 06/30/17 Extension of Medical Leave 
10/21/16 – 12/30/16 
Minus cost of substitute 
1/1/17 – 6/30/17 
Without pay 

s. Guerriero, 
Bernadette 

Medical 
Leave 

Nurse Ignacio 
Cruz  

10/11/16 12/05/16 Extension of Medical Leave 
Minus cost of substitute 

t. Segarra, 
Daniel 

Medical 
Leave 

Custodian High 
School 

10/17/16 10/31/16 Extension of Medical Leave 
utilizing sick days 

u. Vargas, 
Sonia 

Medical 
Leave 

Food Service High 
School 

10/31/16 12/12/16 Utilizing sick days 

   
   Gonzalez        Rodriguez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 
  3).     Approval of the following requests for a Leave of Absence: continued 
 

 Name 
(Last, 
First) 

Reason Position Location Date  
Effective 

End  
Date 

Notes 

v. Pace,  
Mary Anne 

Family 
Leave 

Paraprofessional Ignacio 
Cruz 

10/17/16 11/04/16 10/17/16 – 11/04/16 
Without pay 

w. Chang, 
Susanna 

Family  
Leave 

Pre-K Teacher Ignacio 
Cruz 

12/01/16 01/31/17 Extension of Family Leave 
without pay 

x. Lopez, 
Alexander 

Rescind
Family 
Leave 

Social Studies 
Teacher 

McGinnis 
School 

11/15/16 11/30/16 Rescind Family Leave of 
Absence previously board 
approved on 10-13-16 

  
  4).     Appointments of the following certificated staff: 
    

 
 
  

Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Step Salary 
(Pro-
rated) 

Location Date 
Effective 

End 
Date 

Notes 

a. O’Connor, 
Abbey 

English Teacher 1-BA $49,000  
 

PAHS 11/21/16 06/30/17 Replacing 
H. Patel 

b. Barreto, 
Michael 

Elementary Teacher 
Temporary Replacement 

1-BA $49,000 Flynn  
School 

11/21/16 02/28/17 Replacing  
J. Vince 

c. Jerez,  
Nelson 

Elementary 
Teacher 
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

1-BA $49,000 Flynn  
School 

01/01/17 06/30/17 Replacing 
T. Hyer 

d. Bentacur, 
Juan D. 

Art Teacher 1-BA $49,000 Dual 
Language 
School 

11/21/16 06/30/17 New 
Position 

e. Andrade, 
Melissa M. 

Elementary  
Teacher 
Temporary Replacement 

1-BA $49,000 Ceres 
School 

On or 
before 
12/01/16 

06/30/17 Replacing  
A.Mendez 

f. Smith, Dana Elementary Teacher 
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

1-BA $49,000 Ceres 
School 

02/01/17 06/30/17 Replacing 
K. Adinolfi 

g. Lang, 
Christine 

Elementary Teacher 
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

6-MA $56,600 Ceres 
School 

11/25/16 01/31/17 Replacing 
M. 
Sarnowski 

h. Arango, 
Alexandra J. 

Elementary Teacher 
Temporary Replacement 

1-BA $49,000 Wilentz 
School 

11/21/16 01/06/17 Replacing 
G. Bilotti 

i. Mayers, 
Asha 

Elementary Teacher with 
Bilingual Support 
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

8-BA $54,000 Patten 
School 

12/05/16 01/31/17 Replacing 
A. Nieves 

 
   Gonzalez        Rodriguez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
  
  4).     Appointments of the following certificated staff:  continued 
 

 
 
  

Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Step Salary 
(Pro-
rated) 

Location Date 
Effective 

End 
Date 

Notes 

j. Coons,  
Danielle 

Pre-School Teacher 
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

1-BA $49,000 Ignacio 
Cruz  

11/18/16 02/01/17 Replacing  
S. Chang 

k. Mathew, 
Ashley 

Pre-School 
Teacher  
Extension of Temporary 
Replacement Contract 

1-MA $54,500 Ignacio 
Cruz  

12/21/16 01/31/17 Replacing 
J. Bolton 

l. Howell, 
Christian 

Social Studies Teacher 1-MA $54,500 Education 
Center 

11/21/16 06/30/17 Replacing 
A.Vistoso 

m. Szarawarski,  
Alan 

Math Teacher 2-PH.D. $56,450 Education 
Center 

11/21/16 06/30/17 Replacing 
E.Ramirez 

n. McAndrew, 
Dolores C. 

Reading Specialist 8-MA $60,500 Dual 
Language 
School 

11/21/16 06/30/17 New 
Position 

o. Chau, 
Raymond C. 

Math Teacher 1-MA $54,500 McGinnis 
School 

11/21/16 06/30/17 Replacing 
J. 
Orimaco 

p. Mikheil, 
Nancy L. 

ESL Teacher 2-BA $49,250 McGinnis 
School 

On or 
before 
01/19/17 

06/30/17 New 
Position 

q. Towns, 
Briemm 

Guidance Counselor 1-MA $54,500 PAHS – 
East 
Campust 

On or 
before 
01/18/17 

06/30/17 Replacing 
M. 
Quinones 

r. Birzin, 
Rachel L. 

Math Intervention Teacher 2-MA $54,750 McGinnis 
School 

12/01/16 06/30/17 Replacing 
R. 
Coughlin 

     
  5).     Appointments of the following non-certificated staff: 
    

 
 
  

Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Salary 
(Pro-rated) 

Location Date 
Effective 

Date 
Termination 

Notes 

a. Torres, Christina Level II Secretary $32,450 Special 
Services 

On or before 
12/01/16 

6/30/17 Replacing 
K. Szmania 

b. Santos, Ana Level II Secretary $32,450 PAHS 11/21/16 6/30/17 Replacing  
A. Abreu 

 
   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes continued – November 17, 2016 
 

- 13 - 
 
14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 
  5).     Appointments of the following non-certificated staff: continued  
 

 
 
  

Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Salary 
(Pro-rated) 

Location Date 
Effective 

Date 
Termination 

Notes 

c. Rivas, Yessyca Level II Secretary $32,450 PAHS 
South Campus 

On or before 
12/15/16 

6/30/17 Replacing 
M. Lamourt 

d. Glikman, Sarit Paraprofessional $41,690 Wilentz School On or before 
12/05/16 

6/30/17 Replacing 
D. Reid 

e. Mendoza, 
Christopher L. 

Special Education 
Paraprofessional 

$35,055 PAHS 
South Campus 

01/03/17 6/30/17 Replacing 
M. Kisijara 

f. Arocho, Elvis School Security 
Personnel 

$36,675 P.A. Education 
Center 

On or before 
12/17/16 

6/30/17 Replacing 
D. Grey 

g. Arocho, Dulce General Food 
Service Worker 

$18.35/hr. 
7 hrs. daily 

Shull School 11/21/16 6/30/17 Replacing 
M. Castro 

h. Nunez, Elisa Lunch Aide $14.25/hr. Wilentz School 11/21/16 6/30/17 New 
Position 

   
  6). Approval to assign a mentor to the following administrative staff for the NJ EXCEL  
   Program during the 2016-2017 school year. 
 

 Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Location Mentor Start  
Date 

End  
Date 

Stipend 

a. Acevedo, Regina Supervisor District Velez-Jonte, Michelle 01/03/17 06/30/17 No Cost to District 

       
7). Approval to accept the following Student Teachers/Interns for the 2016-2017 school  

  year: 

 Name 
(Last,  
First) 

Position Subject Location Cooperating 
Teacher 

Supervisor Start  
Date 

End 
Date 

School 

a. Gutierrez, 
Maria 

Student 
Teaching 

Early 
Childhood 

Ignacio 
Cruz 

Shamy 
Tiffany 

Roque 
Susan 

01/23/17 05/05/17 Fairleigh 
Dickinson 
University 

b. Davison, 
Joe 

Research 
Study 

Education 
Leadership 

McGinnis Espana 
Rodriguez, 
Melissa 

Espana- 
Rodriguez 
Melissa 

11/18/16 06/30/17 College of 
Saint 
Elizabeth 

c. Rivera, 
Alexia 

Student 
Observation 

Physical 
Education 

P.A.H.S. Victoria 
Russell 

Rodriguez 
Daisy 

11/18/16 06/30/17 Kean 
University 

   
   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 

8).     Approval for the following staff to serve as mentors for first-year certificated staff for  
 2016-2017 school year.  
 

 Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Location Mentor Start Date End 
Date 

Stipend 

a. Vazquez, Marilyn Teacher P.A.H.S. Larry Bello 10/24/16 6/30/17 $1,402.50 

b. Borrero, Antonia Teacher PAHS-EAST Theresa Berrios 10/24/16 06/30/17 $1,402.50 

c. Rodrigues, Rui Teacher McGinnis Iliana Cortez 10/24/16 06/30/17 $1,402.50 

d. Burns, Margaret Teacher McGinnis Blanca Golino 10/14/16 06/30/17 $1,445.00 

e. Gibson, Trevor Teacher P.A.H.S. Michael Manson 10/24/16 06/30/17 $1,402.50 

f. Pagan, Crystal Teacher DLS Fernando Morales 10/24/16 02/16/17 $   637.50 

g. Gray, Riyadha Teacher PAHS-SOUTH Rolando Rosa 11/01/16 06/30/17 $1,360.00 

h. Mathew, Ashley Teacher Ignacio Cruz Jessica Alvarez 01/01/17 01/31/17 $   170.00 

i. Coons, Danielle Teacher Ignacio Cruz Lynn Lamberson 12/1/16 1/31/17 $   340.00 

    
9). Approval of the following staff to work as Substitute Teachers in the Education Center’s 

Evening Enrichment Program and Saturday Morning Family School Program for the 
2016-2017 school year.  (Specified in Attachment) 

10). Approval of the following staff to work the Education Center Evening Enrichment 
Program effective November 18, 2016 through June 30, 2017 for the 2016-2017 school  
year, not to exceed 20 hours per week, under the supervision of Mr. Luke Miller, Director 
of Adult & Continuing Education. 

 Name 
(Last, First) 

Position Account Number Hours Ray of Pay 
 

a. Cruz, Carmen P/T Survival Skills (Level II) 
Instructor 

13-602-100-101-0-0000-12 Tuesdays, 
6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

$29.00/hr. 

 
11). Approval to appoint the following staff as Club Advisors, William C. McGinnis School for 

the  2016-2017 school year, under the supervision of Ms. Melissa Espana-Rodriguez, 
Principal, W. C. McGinnis School. (Specified in Attachment)  

 
12). Approval to appoint the following staff as Club Advisors, PAHS for the 2016-2017 school 
 year, under the supervision of Ms. Daisy Rodriguez, Principal, Perth Amboy High 
 School.  (Specified in Attachment) 
 

   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
  

13). Approval to appoint Ms. Earleen Jones to serve as a chaperone for the “Shooting for 
your Goals” Mentoring during the 2016-2017 school year and be compensated at an 
hourly rate of $40.00, not to exceed $3,000.00, under the supervision of Ms. Daisy 
Rodriguez, Principal, Perth Amboy High School.  Funded through Account No.:  15-140-
100-101-1-0000-03. 

    
14).   Approval for the following staff to work the before/after school programs for the 2016-
 2017 school year, under the supervision of each school principal.  (Specified in 
 Attachment) 
 
15).   Approval for the following additional staff to work the Learning Center Program at the 

Perth Amboy High School for the 2016-2017 school year, under the supervision of Ms. 
Daisy Rodriguez, Principal. (Specified in Attachment) 

 
16).   Approval for the following additional staff to work the Learning Center Program at the 
 Samuel E. Shull School for the 2016-2017 school year, under the supervision of Mr. 
 Michael Heidelberg, Principal.  (Specified in Attachment) 

   
17). Approval for the following to serve as a Substitute Cafeteria Worker, at an hourly rate of 
 $10.00, and Substitute Lunch Aide, at an hourly rate of $12.25 for the 2016-2017 school 
 year, under the supervision of Ms. Carmen Southward, District Director of Operations. 
 
  Jenny Flores 

  
18). Approval for the following to serve as Substitute Custodians/Substitute Maintenance  
 for the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

 Name 
(Last, First) 

School Rate of Pay Under the supervision of: 

a. Oquendo, Madeline District $11.40/hr. Mr. Derek J. Jess 
Business Administrator 

b. Gonzalez, Madeline District $11.40/hr. Mr. Derek J. Jess 
Business Administrator 

c. Gerez, Miguel District $11.40/hr. Mr. Derek J. Jess 
Business Administrator 

d. Guzman, Roliberto District $15.25/hr.  
(Substitute Maintenance) 

Mr. Derek J. Jess 
Business Administrator 

      
 

   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 
19). Approval for the following to serve as Substitute School Security Personnel for the 2016- 
 2017 school year. 

 

 Name  (Last, First) School Rate of Pay Under the supervision of: 

a. Ramos II, Luis R. District $12.35/hr. Ms. Carmen Southward and Mr. Tibor Kacso 

b. Medina, Cesar F. District $12.35/hr. Ms. Carmen Southward and Mr. Tibor Kacso 

c. Rosario, Kevin District $12.35/hr. Ms. Carmen Southward and Mr. Tibor Kacso 

d. Torres, Robert District $12.35/hr. Ms. Carmen Southward and Mr. Tibor Kacso 

  
20).   Approval of the transfer for the following staff for the 2016-2017 school year:    

 Name 
(Last, First) 

From To Effective Under the supervision of 

a. Grey, David School Security Personnel 
P. A. Education Center 

School Security Personnel 
Administration Building 

11/21/16 Ms. Carmen Southward and 
Mr. Tibor Kacso 

  
21).   Approval of the Change of Assignment for the following staff for the 2016-2017 school 

year:    

 Name 
(Last, First) 

From To Effective Under the supervision of: 

a. Bermudez, Marie District Supervisor of 
Mathematics 

Instructional Leader  
S. E. Shull School 

02/01/17 Middle School Principal 

b. Rios, Arleen Director of Special Services School Psychologist  
P. A. High School 

On or 
before 
06/30/17 

Mrs. Daisy Rodriguez, 
Principal 

c. Cabrera, Michael General Food Service Worker 
S. E. Shull School 

Special Worker 
S. E. Shull School 

11/21/16 Ms. Carmen Southward 
District Director of Operations 

d. Tirado, Lilliana General Food Service Worker 
Dual Language School 

Cafeteria Manager II 
Dual Language School 

11/21/16 Ms. Carmen Southward 
District Director of Operations 

e. Diaz, Matthew  Custodian (A) 
P. A. High School 

Head Custodian 
South/East Campuses 

11/21/16 Mr. Derek J. Jess 
Business Administrator 

f. DaSilva, Isilda Cafeteria Manager III 
PAHS – East Campus  

Asst. Cafeteria 
Manager – PAHS 

11/21/16 Ms. Carmen Southward 
District Director of Operations 

g. Madonia, Kelly Level II Secretary 
P. A. High School 

Level I Secretary 
Dept. Special Services 

On or 
before 
12/16/16 

Director of Special Services 

   
   Gonzalez        Rodriguez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minutes continued – November 17, 2016 
 

- 17 - 
 
14. Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 
 

D.   Personnel Committee – Ms. Obdulia Gonzalez, Chairperson 
 
22). Approval for the following staff to work the lunch tutoring program for Senior English 
 Language at the Perth Amboy High School, during lunch periods 4, 5, 6, and 7 beginning 
 November 21, 2016 through June 16, 2017 and to be compensated at an hourly rate of 
 $40.00 at a total cost not to exceed $23,510.76, under the supervision of Ms. Lillianne 
 Cruz-Argemil, Director of Bilingual/ESL & World Languages. 
 
  Joel Vargas Muniz 
  Nelly Lips 
  Carol Smith 
  Jose Pizarro 
  Katie Jeffery 
  Izamar Vargas Lassalle 
   
23). Approval for the following staff/facility to provide After/Before/Home Instruction for the 
 2016-2017 school year, under the supervision of Ms. Arleen Rios, Director of Special 
 Services.  (Specified in Attachment) 
 

 24).   Approval of the following salary adjustments.  (Specified in Attachment) 
 
25).   Approval of Salaries for Certificated and Non-Certificated Staff for the 2016-2017 School 

Year.  (Specified in Attachment). 

   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

• Mr. Puccio abstained on the Home School Liaison at Ceres School 
• Mr. Lebreault abstained on his sister in law 
• Mr. Rodriguez abstained on his cousin 
• Mrs. Gonzalez abstained on her sister-in-law 
• Mr. Nunez abstained on his relative 
• Mr. Varela abstained on his wife 

 
26). Approval to appoint Ms. Jillian N. Grimm, Instructional Leader (Mathematics), William C. 
 McGinnis School, effective on or before January 17, 2017 through June 30, 2017 at a 
 pro-rated 12-month salary of $91,350.00, pending negotiations. Standard:Supervisor. 
 (Replacing –  Fred Geardino)  

   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

27). Approval to appoint Ms. Courtney Pepe, District Supervisor of Educational Technology 
 (K-12), effective on or before January 18, 2017 at a pro-rated 12-month salary of 
 $93,650.00, pending negotiations. Standard:Supervisor/CE:School Administrator. 
 (Replacing – K. McNulty)  

   Gonzalez        Tejeda 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.    Recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools 

  E. Athletics & Co-Curricular – Mr. Anthony Bermudez, Chairperson 
  

1).   Approval of the following stipend positions for the Winter Season at Perth Amboy High 
School and Middle School for the 2016-2017 school year, under the supervision of Mr. 
Nephtaly Cardona, Director of Athletics, Health & Physical Education.  (Specified in 
Attachment). 

 
2). Approval for the following Winter Coaches to participate in the mandated CPR/First Aid 

course on November 18, 2016 at the YMCA and conducted by the Raritan Bay Medical 
Center, at the rate of $80.00 per person at a total cost not to exceed $640.00.  Funded 
through account number 15-402-100-500, under the supervision of Mr. Nephtaly 
Cardona, Director of Athletics, Health & Physical Education.   

 
  Geoffery Corsideo  Marcus Jones 
  Bianca Celi   Donald Reid III 
  Gabriel Roman  George Vosinas 
  Jeff Gumbs   Jordan Manley 
  

   Puccio         Massopust 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

15. Old Business 

   Massopust        Puccio   (To close old business) 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

16. New Business 

• Recommendation to set the make-up date for the Samuel E. Shull School to December 22, 2016, due 
to the flood which caused the school to be closed on November 14, 2016. 

   Tejeda         Gonzalez 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
• First Reading of the following policies.  (Specified in Attachment) 

 
   Gonzalez        Puccio 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

• Recommended revision to the school calendar to reflect an early release day on November 23, 2016 
and to change the wording from a 4-hour day to an early release day. 

 
   Varela   Tejeda 
   Motion   Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

   Tejeda         Puccio   (To close new business) 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
17. Open to the Public 
 
• Public member #1 - wished a happy retirement to Carmen Arroyo and Pam Campbell and thanked Mr. 

Lebreault, Mr. Varela, and Mr. Bermudez for their work during their time with the board.  She stated that 
Mrs. Arroyo the Head Nurse at the Dr. Richardson School, purposely put her retirement papers in early 
so that she could be replaced by someone capable.  She also let Dr. Kottachi know that his license is 
the one responsible for running the medical clinic.  Mrs. Arroyo is responsible for getting over 
$1,000,000 in epi-pens and vaccinations for the clinic and she won’t give the license to just anyone.  
The clinic has seen over 1,200 non-insured students of which 95% of their parents are Spanish 
speaking only.  Please hire a Spanish speaking nurse practitioner for the Richardson School. 
 

Tejeda         Rodriguez  (To close public business) 
                        Motion                      Seconded  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17. Open to the Public (continued) 

 
• Mr. Lebreault provided his congratulations and well wishes to Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Arroyo for 

their service to the district.  Mrs. Campbell has been a leader for many years at the high school and 
at the AFT.  

• Mr. Chromey stated that with regards to district nursing, the board has appointed two nurses to 
serve as lead nurses and they are doing a good job. The board has been pro-active and is going to 
bring back the Supervisor of Nursing position, but it’s a deep process to get the right person. This 
position will also oversee the clinic.  We want the new supervisor to be consulted regarding 
potential staff moves and that’s why it may appear that some decisions are taking a little longer.  

• Mr. Lebreault stated that it appears that there is a need to have a December board meeting. The 
date has not yet been established, but once it is it will be made known so that everyone will have 
adequate notice. 
 

18.  A motion to adjourn was made at 10:40 pm by Mr. Varela and seconded by Ms. Tejeda.  Carried 
 unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Derek J. Jess 
School Business Administrator/ 
Board Secretary 

 
 

DJJ/eh 
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